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Our lives have been redefined by the perpetual emergence of new technologies which are easier to use, smarter, and faster.  An evolving generation of analytical devices focuses upon greater portability, capability, and ease of use to improve the overall analysis experience.  In this paper we present an experimental evaluation of a new handheld Raman device that is five times faster and less than half the size and weight of its previous specifications. We will share an assessment of analytical selectivity achieved with the device for bulk chemical identification.  Several materials “too slow” to measure on a portable device just a few years ago were included in the study and will be highlighted.  Related applications such as detection of substandard API dosages will be presented.  Included in this evaluation will be a study wherein the concentration of API has been artificially lowered to determine at what point both embedded and off-line algorithms will flag substandard dosages of medicines.
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